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Southern Pacific narrow gauge locomotive 1026 on the turntable 
at Valley Spring. Photo from the collection of the Calaveras 
Historical Society. 
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SAN JOAQUIN & SIERRA NEVADA Coach "ETTIE” believed at Brack's Land- 

ing on arrival, This ornate car was named after Mrs, Ettie Bird- © 
sall, wife of Frederick Birdsall, president of the railroad, Photo j 
from the collection of the Calaveras Historical Society. 





xpyada Bailroad Sisto, 
The Western Railroader ee eas resan 
© 
“For the Western Railfan” 
P.O. BOX 668. SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 
Francis A. Guido, Publisher 
Subscription: Ten issues for a dollar 


or, ‘ety 











Copyright 1956 by Francis A, Guido and Fred A. Stindt Pecific Coast Chapter 


The Western Railroader @ Page Two 





On t! 
road me 
to buil 
Sierras 
followi 
weeks t 
with no 

The 
for ar 
of many 
cisco W 
stored 
age tax 

Some 
10,000 
old Fis 
Jacob F 
a fifty 
River, 
The prc 
in 188] 
Carolis 
been né 
a deaf: 
grain ¢ 
eato. 

Meat 
owner | 
ists t 
stage | 
the se 
five m 
make t! 
extens 

to mar 

Thes 
they in 
Frederi 
of cour 
conside 
Lodi to 
a branc 
awa rdec 

contra 
and the 
was bui 
of the 
ward t¢ 
about 
to Loc! 

In 1 
ed one 
Bell, 
in hon 
baggag. 
cellan 

The 

the ar 
named | 

The 

to Bra 
the th 
Clemen 
contr 









San Joaquin & Sierra Nevada RR 


Y 
FRED A. STINDT 


































































On the evening of June 11, 1880, there had been a big rail- 
road meeting in Stockton, California, with an ambitious proposal 

to build a narrow gauge railroad from Stockton to Bodie over the 
Sierras via Big Trees, There was plenty of enthusiasm, so 

following the meeting a gentleman named A, C, Pausell spent three 
weeks trying to get subscriptions to finance a survey, but met 

with no success. 

The seed of an idea had been planted, however, and the need 
for a railroad from a river port to the foothills was on the mind 
of many a grain farmer in the area, Railroad rates to San Fran- 
cisco were too high and the City of Stockton, where the farmers 
stored their grain, was about to pass an ordinance charging a stor- 
age tax. 

Some years before Jacob Brack, a wealthy farmer, had purchased 
10,000 acres of mostly swamp and tule land west of Lodi from the 
old Fisher Estate with the idea of providing his own river port. 
Jacob Brack then set about to reclaim much of the land and to build 
a fifty foot width ship canal from the South Fork of the Mokelumne 
River, up Hog Slough to high land a little over two miles in length. 
The project involved what was even then a vast sum of money, but 
in 1881 the canal was completed and the first steamer, the S.S, 
Caroline, arrived at the eastern terminus of the canal which had 
been named Brack's Landing. The canal could take vessels up to 
a dgaft of 25 feet and boats stopped every other day taking all 
grain offerings at cheap rates for either San Francisco or Sacram- 
eato, 

Meanwhile, some many miles to the east, was James B, Sperry, the 
owner of the Calaveras Big Trees. He had dreamed of bringing tour- 
ists to his wonderful grove by railroad instead of the rough-riding 
stage coaches of the day over fifty miles of dusty roads. While 
the season of stage coaches, and of Sperry's resort, was ohly about 
five months of the year, a rail entry, as Sperry envisioned, would 
make the Big Trees both a summer and winter resort. Then too, 
extensive timber interests would become valuable with a rail outlet 
to markets. 

These needs brought Brack, Sperry and the farmers together and 
they in turn interested a Sacramento capitalist and promoter, one 
Frederick Birdsall, in the project of building a railroad with, 
of course, the position of President. A number of routes were 
considered, but the one chosen was from Brack's Landing through 
gk Lodi to Wallace with extensions later to Calaveras Big Trees and 
a branch to Stockton, The contract for grading to Wallace was 
awarded to Mills & Northcroft with Jesse Crossland as construction 
contractor, Mr. I, Wallace was the engineer who located the line 
and the town of Wallace was named in his honor. Actually the line 
was built in two directions from Lodi which was located on the line 
of the Southern Pacific, The narrow gauge construction went west- 
ward to Woodbridge six miles and then joged slightly northward for 
about five miles to Brack's Landing. Eastward the line was built 


7 


4 


a 


nd=— to Lockeford and Wallace with grain warehouses at both locations. 
d- In mid-year 1881 the San Joaquin & Sierra Nevada Rail Road order- 
oto f ed one locomotive from Baldwin Locomotive Works and two from Porter 


Bell, Also ordered was an ornate passenger car to be named "Ettie” 
in honor of the wife of the road's President, a combination car, 
baggage car, 15 box cars, 48 flat cars and an assortment of 12 mis- 
cellaneous pieces of rolling stock. 
y The road received its charter on March 28, 1882, a month after 

the arrival of its first locomotive, SJ&SN #1, the "Ernest Birdsali", 
named after the son of the President. 

The line was opened from Lodi to Woodbridge on July 7, 1882, and 
to Brack's Landing a few day's later, In the other direction the 
the three-foot gauge line was completed to Lockeford in August, 1882; 
Clements in September, 1882; and to Wallace in October, 1882, The 

contract for grading beyond Wallace to Vailey Spring was let to 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC passen 
engine (first) 1025. 
esy of Dave Joslyn. 





SOUTHERN PACIFIC 














ger train at Lodi about 1895 headed by 
From the collection of Jack Hammond court- 


passenger train at Valley Spring headed by engine 
(first) 1025, facing west for the afternoon trip to Woodbridge. 
The photo is believed to have been taken about 1888 as the baggage 
car on the rear of the train is still lettered "S.J.& S.N.”, Photo 
from the collection of the Southern Pacific Company 
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"TRAIN TIME AT VALLEY SPRING" The San Joaquin & Sierra Nevada 
depot at Valley Spring about 1885 with the stage coaches connect- 
ing with the train to and from San Andreas and other Mother Lode 
points. From the collection of J. C. Hammond courtesy of Dave 
Joslyn, 





"WE'RE GOING TO BE LATE" -- A deraiment of Southern Pacific 1024 
on what looks like not too well ballast track, From the Collect- 
ion of Louis Stein, 
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"Eager hands are available to assist engine 1024 getting back on 
the slim gauge". 


Note the activity... From the collection of 



































SOUTHERN PACIFIC engine 1026 and crew stop for a picture along 
the narrow gauge in the early 1900's. 
ion of Jack Hammond, 


Photo from the collect- 
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Capt. H. A. Messenger of Valley Spring. He had considerable diff- 
iculty with the work, but completed to Burson in September, 1884 and 
to Valley Spring in April, 1885. This was as far as the San Joaquin 
& Sierra Nevada Rail Road was ever destined to go. 
The San Joaquin & Sierra Nevada Rail Road had its principal office 
in the Pacific Bank Building, 306 Pine Street, San Francisco, and 
its officers and directors were as follows: 
President..... Frederick Birdsall, Sacramento 
Vice President Jacob Brack, Brack's Landing 
Secretary..... Edward F, Stone, Sacramento 
Superintendent S, Washburne, Woodbridge 


Directors 
Constant Birdsall, Sacramento H. Bently, Woodbridge 
Benjamin F, Langford, Lockeford Thomas McConnell, Elk Grove 
Jack Brack, Brack's Landing James B, Sperry, Calaveras Trees 


The cost of the construction from Brack's Landing to Wallace 
was $382,784.00 with the addition to Valley Springs $26,786.00 
mare. The rolling stock was another $63,420.00. The financ- 
ing by capital stock subscriptions raised $331,000.00 and bonds at 
6% interest raised the balance of $150,000.00. 

The rest of the equipment on order was delivered in the spring 
and summer of 1882 and locomotive #2 was named "Ben F, Langford" 
and #3 named "Jacob Brack", 

The railroad started service with two daily trains between Brack's 
Landing and Wallace connecting at Lodi with the Southern Pacific 
passenger and express trains. Steamers ran every other day between 
the "Landing" and San Francisco and took barges as tows during the 

busy periods, 

A strong bid was made to Stockton monied interests to secure 
capital to build a connection from Woodbridge to Stockton. In fact 
a booklet, "San Joaquin & Sierra Nevada Rail Road Guide" was issued 
for distribution as a means of securing support for the Stockton 
extension. 

No fundswere forthcoming, however, and the railroad found some 
difficulty paying the $9,000.00 annual interest on its bonds. Also 
Frederick Birdsall, the President and leader of the project passed 
away and his widow along with the directors decided it would be best 
to sell the railroad. On May 15, 1888, the line was sold to the 
Northern Railway, a subsidiary of the Southern Pacific. 


The new management relettered the equipment "Southern Pacific" 
and the engines were renumbered 1023-1025 in the numbering series 
of the Northern Railway. The narrow gauge engines retained these 
numbers for the rest of their service dispite the fact that stand- 
ard gauge engines were also assigned the same numbers in the S,.P, 
renumbering of 1891, The Southern Pacific also added several 
pieces of passenger and freight equipment, but otherwise the roll- 
ing stock remained pretty much the same, 


Jacob Brack went back to his "Landing" and decided to make it 
the best river port in the area, He built a dredger at the cost 
of $20,000.00, with which he commenced the reclamation of further 
land by building levees. It progreesed rapidly until the Spring of 
1890, when the dredger was completely destroyed by fire. Not to 
be daunted, Brack built another dredger, at the cost of $17,000.00 
with which he completed the work and made t he canal about 60 feet 
Wide straight from the Mokelmne River and terminated it with an 
excellent harbor, A wharf 40 feet wide was to be constructed 
around the harbor which would be about 1200 feet. Sheds roofed 
with corrugated iron were planned as was the construction of numer- 
ous spur tracks. 
The LODI SENTINEL of Saturday, August 29, 1891, had the follow- 

ing to say of the “Landing”: That Brack's Landing is destined 

to be an importan shipping point in the near future is beyond 
question. In the first place, it is only 87 miles from San Franc- 
isco by a most excellent water course, the canal being straight 

and of ample width. The rive fromthe point of the canal's inter- 
section is open and clear tothe Bay at all seasons of the year, 
Brack's Landing is 28 miles nearer San Francisco than is Stockton, 
and the course is eminently better and easier to navigate. Again, 
the roads leading to and from Brack's are always good and hard, as 
the sandy soil for which Lodi country is noted extends to the Land- 
ing, thus making the roads even better in winter than in summer", 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC engine 1026 with a narrow gauge train at Lodi 
while the engineer gives it a shot of grease, From the coll- 
ection of Jerry Best, 










SOUTHERN PACIFIC engine 1024 awaits its fate at Sacramento in 
1907....it was scrapped on July 11, 1907. Photo by Dave Joslyn. 
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However....with the Southern Pacific now operating the narrow 
gauge the freight didn't go out to the Landing, but was placed on 
standard gauge cars at Lodi for the trip to San Francisco or Sac- 
ramento, Soon only an occasional train made the trip out to 
Brack's port on the river, and in 1897 the track from Woodbridge 
te Brack's Landing was abandoned and torn up. 

The passenger time schedule of April 19, 1890, showed the daily 

except Sunday mixed train leaving Woodbridge at 6:30 a.m, and 
arriving at Valley Spring at 9:40 a.m.. The passenger left Valley 
Spring at 10:20 a.m. and arrived at Lodi at 11:50 a.m.; returning 
to Valley Spring at 1:45 p.m.. The Mixed left Valley Spring at 
3:30 p.m. and arrived at Woodbridge at 5:45 p.m.. On Sundays the 
passenger left Woodbridge at 8:20 a.m. arriving at Valley Spring 
at 10:00 a.m., returning it left Valley Spring at 4:00 p.m. and 
arrived at Woodbridge at 5:45 p.m. 

As with all narrow gauges the trans-shipment of freight to 
standard gauge was a costly item and the San Joaquin & Sierra 
Nevada was no exception. The Southern Pacific, then in the 
process of standard gauging its other narrow gauge lines such as 
the South Pacific Coast, undertook the rebuilding of its Wood- 
bridge-Valley Spring branch, On August 31, 1904 the job was 
completed and the last narrow gauge train made its last run, 

The original locomotives were scrapped and the recently 
acquired 2nd 1025 and the 1026, both from the Oregonian Railroad 
were sold on the second-hand market. Most of the cars were 
junk and were burned. A few found their way to the South Pac- 
ific Coast for a few more years of service and two oil tank cars 
were sold to the Nevada County Narrow Gauge, The shops and 
engine house at Woodbridge were torn down and standard gauge 
facilities were constructed at Lodi. A 4-4-0 was assigned 
for passenger service and a 2-6-0 was assigned for freights. 

Passenger traffic on week days never amounted to much, but 
on Sundays and Holidays during the summer the Lockeford Picnic 
grounds proved quite an attraction with special trains coming 
from as far as Sacramento, This spot was situated on the original 

Locke estate just south of the old Lockeford school in a beauti- 
ful oak-wooded area, There was a race track, dance pavillion, 
band stand and complete facilities for picnicking. Time took its 
toll for by 1930 it was all gone... 

Freight was in the form of wheat, wine, mine products and gen- 
eral merchandise, not in great quanities, but enough to keep the 
branch in operation. Then came cement to bring unexpected traff- 
ic to the branch, It was the discovery of William Macnider in 
1922 of enormous quanities of high grade limestone and shale suit- 

able for the manufacture of cement in the area around the Kentucky 
House. The Kentucky House had figured in the Mother Lode history 
as a trading post and center of mining activities. It was a 
routine stopping place for stage coaches because of its strategic 
location at the third crossing of the Calaveras River between 
Stockton and Murphys. The old frame Landmark had for many years 
dominated a little valley bounded by rolling hills near the con- 


fluence of Calaveritss Creek and the South Fork of the Calaveras 
iver. 


The discovery highly interested a William Wallace Mein, who had 
offices adjoining those of Macnider in San Francisco. Mein acquir- 
ed a half interest in the property and then set about to secure 
capital to work the deposits. In a short time he had acquired two 
million dollars in capital to start operations. 

Transportation to and from the proposed site of the cement plant 
presented the first problem. After extended negotiations the 
Southern Pacific consented to extend its tracks from Valley Spring 
eight miles to North Branch, on the Caleveras River, on the condit- 
ion that Mein and his associates would build the remaining five and 
a quarter miles to Kentucky House. Construction started May 1, 
1925 and on December 24, 1925 the first train with a load of equip- 
ment arrived at the site of the new Calaveras Cement Company. 

Officially the line did not open until January 20, 1926, but 
the big day was Sunday, May 9, 1926, when the formal opening of 
the plant was observed with an open house and barbecue attended 
by some 15,000 guests---the largest gathering ever held in Calav- 
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KENTUCKEY HOUSE and one of the first Southern Pacific trains 


1926 headed by mogul 1677. 
Cement Company. 


Photo courtesy of the Calaveras 








RAILFAN EXCURSION TRAIN in the Calaveras Canyon, September 19, 
1948, sponsored by the California-Nevada Railroad Historical 

This was the only other railfan trip over the line 
prior to the "Calaveras Special". Photo by Arthur L. Lloyd, Jr. 
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eras County, and two and a hali times the entire county's populat- 
a a 14” 1926 the first carload of cement left the pliant 
consigned to the Lodi Lumber Company in Lodi. It was the ne 
of a new era of business for the branch for in the years tha a 
followed Calaveras Cement went out over the line for the rg — 
cisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, O'Shaughnessy Dam, McClellan Air Fie 

and numerous other huge projects. 

Any doubts in the minds of the Southern Pacific regarding the 
success of the Calaveras Cement enterprise were dispelled by the 
large shipments during the first two years, The S.P. agreed to 
purchase the five and a quarter miles built by the cement company 
at actual cost...$255,000.00. The transfer of ownership was made 
on April 28, 1929, and the "station at North Branch was abandoned 
November 26, 1929. 

The Calaveras Cement Company originally operated a plant rail- 
road of its own a half mile long from the plant to Hill Number 1 
where the first quary was located, It was operated by gasoline 
locomotives. In 1935 operations were moved to Hill Numbe r 4 and 
the railroad was abandoned in favor of huge trucks moving over a 

ivate 54 mile road. 

a On heneey 21, 1932, hearings were held at Lodi on the applicat- 
ion of the Southern Pacific to abandon passenger service on the 
branch which was then in the form of mixed trains, The S.P.'s 

case presented to Albert Johnson hearing the case for the State 
Railroad Commission was simple enough---in a twenty three day 
period the Lodi-Valley Spring train carried only 35 passengers 

and the Lodi-Woodbridge line a total of 7. Soon after that the 
passenger service came to an end. 


The ‘thirties saw a significant evolution in the transportation 
of Calaveras cement from the plant to mrket. Until 1934 all 
cement had moved out by rail car, except for a very small percent- 
age called for in the customers' own trucks. By 1937 almost 20 
per cent of total shipments was being made by outside trucking 
firms. In 1938 the Calaveras Cement Company itself embarked on 
the operation of its own fleet of trucks, In 1938, 78 per cent 
of the plant's output had gone by rail and 22 percent by truck, 
By 1945, 74 per cent went by truck and 26 per cent by rail, The 
movement of cement in bulk since the war has seen the introduct- 
ion of hopper-bottom rail cars and bulk tank trucks and delivery 
in bulk increased from 20 per cent in 1938 to 57 percent by 1945. 

The S.P, still gets a share of the load and the branch is 
diesel operated except for occasional fan trips when the round 
trip is made from Lodi on a full tank of water, 











ROSTER OF NARROW GAUGE LOCOMOTIVES 
























S.P. type Builder Date 


1023 1 2-4-2T Baldwin $6035 - 1882 30-8x12-12,000 
"Ernest Birdsall’; no record of disposal 
1024 2 2-6-0 Porter-Bell #504 1882 40-12x18-38,000 
"Ben F, Langford"; scrapped at Sacramento 7-11-07, 
Ist 1025 3 0-4-4T Porter-Bell #510 1882 48-12x18-42,000 
"Jacob Brack"; scrapped prior to 1901, 
2nd 1025 - 2-6-0 Pittsburg #430 1880 38-12x16-37, 500 
originally Oregonian RR #4; purchased by S.P, 
12/28/03; sold 8/29/06 to McKenzie Shipyard, Oak- 
land, Cal., for use as hoisting engine. 
1026 - 4-4-0 Baldwin #5748 1881 44-12x18-43 ,300 
originally Oregonian RR #8; purchased by the S.P, 
12/28/03; sold 8/8/06 to C. D, Bunker. 
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Map drawn by J. E. Abbott and Franklin Lovie. 


“pic? 
70 oH 


ae J Age i a ; 
in 
OUTHERN PACIFIC Bridge Devtreyes gS Ce 
ees Fe. nm eh 6 
her wr fErt 
Levee Breek Thet SOU eon 
P wey 


Y NE 


Flooded ) 
A post 
oot 





elem 
NS Sur Hee 


Croville = 


Pa Lic 












a Slide Area at Milepost 250.35 
and Proposed Tunnel 








Work has already begun on construction of Tunnel 15. 
Estimated cost of the 3,000-foot tunnel is $1,800,000. 
Map drawn by Franklin Louie. 
































The Western Railroader @ Page Twelve 


eee 


THE | 


W%K7 to MP 270 
Three Washouts 





MP 239° 
tagh Water 


WP BP (Tunnel 11) 
fast End Washout 


MP 2252 
Track Washout 


for Flood Damage 
in Marysville and 

Yuba City Area see 
xcompanying map 





Vaca 
Willota 


Mon 


aklar 
rat 
Francisco 


Map shows locatic 








SACRAMENTO 

Replacem 
Marysville. 
Northern i 


.ed to be ii 


way will n 
over the W 
are pendin: 


ARCATA & M 


Arcata 
has been s 
Inc., of F 
was at Nee 

The Sout 
ased ten f 


S.P. 1285 
_——— 


Souther 
donated te 
Estero (ne 
inter Batt 
engine to 
asa traiz 
problem w: 
again, 
FRUIT GRO! 

Steam | 
Fruit Gro 
for the t 
Due to th 
ton as of 
Sawdust f 
town with 








THE WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 
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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN REPAIRS 


Replacement of the trestle approch to the 
Marysville-Yuba City bridge on the Sacramento 
Northern is now underway, but it is not expect- 
ed to be in service for some time. The road 
way will not be restored. Trackage rights 
over the Western Pacific as per map on page 12 
are pending. 





ARCATA & MAD RIVER MALLET SOLD 


Arcata & Mad River mallet No. 12, 2-6-6-2T, 
has been sold to the Southwest Lumber Mills, 
Inc,, of Flagstaffe, Arizona, and as of 3/28 
was at Needles on the Santa Fe enroute. 

The Southwest Lumber Mills has also purch- 
ased ten former Union Pacific logging cars. 

-- Phil Kauke 





S.P. 1285 GOES TO "DENNIS, THE MENACE" 


Southern Pacific 0-6-0 No. 1285 has been 
donated to the Hank Ketcham playground at El 
Estero (near Monterey, Cal.). The 84th Eng- 
inter Battalion of Fort Ord moved the 77-ton 
engine to the playground on a tank retriever 
asa training problem. From now on the 
problem will be putting the engine together 
again, 





FRUIT GROWERS USE ENGINE AT WESTWOOD 


Steam engine 102, 2-8-0, was used by the 
Fruit Growers Supply to help keep up steam 
for the town of Westwood during February. 
tue to the planned shut-down of all operat- 
ton as of May 1, 1956, they ran short of 
savdust for the mill boilers that supply the 
tom with steam heat. - H. Todd Cowles 


STEAM LOCOMOTIVES ON THE SANTA FE RAILWAY 
AS OF JANUARY 1, 1956 

2-10-2: 900, 908, 917, 940, 958, 966, 

976, 977, 978, 984. 

1010, 1024, 1067, 1074, 1075, 

1601, 1629, 1631, 1636, 1646, 

1655, 1668, 1670, 1675, 1683, 

1692, 1694, 1698. 

1819 

2546 

2900 through 2929 

3171, 3202 

3416, 3424 

3451, 3460, 3461, 

3465. 

3751 through 3785 

3914, 3929, 3935 

4005, 4041, 4049, 

4088, 4089, 4091, 

5000 through 5035 

9147 


969, 


2-6-2: 
2-10-2: 


1129 
1652, 
1688, 


inclusive. 


3462, 3463, 
inclusive. 


4060, 4072, 
4092, 4097. 
inclusive. 
Total: 161 engines 


4086, 





STEAM LOCOMOTIVES DONATED BY THE SANTA FE TO 
CITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 


643 
664 
735 


Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Kansas State Fair 
Hutchinson, Kan, 
Wickenburg, Arizona 
Chanute, Kansas 
Atchinson, Kansas 
Emporia, Kansas 
Independence, Kansas 
Lawrence, Kansas 
Coffeyville, Kansas 
Brownwood, Texas 
Blackwell, Okla. 
Ardmore, Okla. 
Junior Chamber of Comm. 
Dodge City, Kansas 
Ft Concho Indian Foundat- 
ion, San Angelo, Texas 
Slaton, Texas 
Newton, Kansas 
Pauls Valley, Okla. 
Fairview, Okla. 
Arkansas City, Kansas 
Abilene, Kansas 
Cleburne, Texas 
Temple Texas 
Railway & Locomotive 
Historical Society, Inc 
Pomona (LA Co. Fair), Cal.10/55 
0-6-0 Clovis, New Mexico 6/54 
LOCOMOTIVES SOLD FOR SERVICE BY THE 
SANTA FE SINCE 1948 


4/53 
5/53 


8/54 
5/55 
6/55 
6/54 
4/55 
7/55 
7/55 
6/55 
7/54 
5/54 
7/54 


761 

762 

811 

1015 
1050 
1073 
1079 
1080 
1096 
1108 
1139 


eae ie we eR oe we 
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8/54 
1316 
10/54 
9/55 
11/55 
4/55 
8/54 
4/55 
12/55 
4/55 
6/55 


1809 
1880 
1951 
2522 
2542 
3415 
3417 
3423 
3450 


unueneweee 
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9005 
STEAM 


608 Holly Sugar Corp. 6/54 
Swink, Colorado 
Albuquerque & Cerrillos 
Coal Co., Madrid, N.M. 
Mexico, Northwestern Ry 
Kansas City, Mexico & 
Orient Ry of Mexico 
Kirby Lumber Co. 
Silsbee, Texas 
Hamlin & Northwestern Ry 
Hamlin, Texas 
Temple Lumber Company 
Pineland, Texas 
Kansas City, Mexico & 
Orient Ry of Mexico 

same 

same 

same 

same 
Southern Rock & Asphalt 


769 4/50 


781 
795 


6/50 
2/5u 


1007 8/49 


1133 12/55 


1140 9/52 


2537 10/48 
2538 
2539 
2547 
3101 
9070 


3/49 
3/49 
2/50 
3/51 
1/54 
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RAILWAY AGE 


& Western Pacific. —Directors have approved purchase of diesel- 
powered train ferry (approximate cost $1,060,000) to replace road’s 
two steam-powered tugs and wooden barges in service on San 
Francisco Bay: new vessel, named the “Feather River.” will be 
375 ft long. 55 ft wide, 16 ft in depth from keel to deck, and will 
carry 26 to 28 freight cars on its four tracks; top speed will be 10 
knots: delivery is planned for second quarter 1957, 


® Sacramento Northern.—Construction of a 1.6-mile line is 
proposed in application filed with ICC. A connection with Western 
Pacific, line would be part of project, involving also trackage rights 
over WP, whereby SN would restore service in Marysville-Sacra- 
mento area, meanwhile abandoning line damaged by floods. 


© Pacific Great Eastern. Ordered seven rail diesel cars, Budd 
Company: cost exceeds $1,000,000; included are three 90-passenger 
RDC-1's and four RDC-3's, which seat 49 passengers and have 
haggage-mail compartments; RDC-3’s also will be equipped with 
galleys for preparing and serving light meals; when delivered next 
fall, cars will operate as one- and two-car trains between North 
Vancouver, B.C., and Prince George, 470 miles. 


® Alaska Railroad.-Will spend $528,000 rebuilding approxi- 
mately 23 mi of main line track between Indian and Portage: con- 
tract awarded to William A. Smith Contracting Company, of Mis- 


souri 


®& Union Pacific Announced $17 million program of new rail 
installation, tie replacement, and roadbed reballasting for t:i- 
year: 198.99 miles of new 133-lb rail will be laid; 47.11 miles of 
light rail on branch lines will be replaced with heavier second-hand 
rail: 181.50 miles of new ballast will be laid: and one million tics 
will be replaced 


®& Southern Pacific Awarded $45,000,000 contract to Morrison- 
Knudsen Company for 13-mi fill across Great Salt Lake, Utah: em- 
bankment will replace wooden trestle which has carried trains 
across lake since 1904: total cost of project, including engineering 
will be about $49,000,000; completion scheduled for early 1960. 


® Santa Fe. Ordered three baggage-mail cars and three rail- 
way post office cars, ACF Industries; deliveries scheduled to start 
this month 





SAN JOAQUIN & EASTERN RAILROAD 
—_———— 

We omitted a number of credits in our last 
issue which we would like to make at this time. 
The fine map was from Wilbur W. Squire of the 
engineering department of the Western Pacific. 
The roster was the combined efforts of Jerry 
Best, Doug’as Richter and Donald Duke. The 
photo on page two of the train at Big Creek 
Power House No. 1 should have been credited to 
the collection of Lorin Silleman. 

Francis Guido, Editor-Publisher 
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New Western Pacific Car-Ferry for San Francisco Bay service. 
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to cufve around the point. 


Wildcat Railroad 
Out Of Commission 


locomotive. 
the engine. 
Overfair engines. 
in 1943. 


Region convention April 28-29. 


trains in cars is "JACK 
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from the tracks as the 
train comes along. 
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How Over-Water Freeway Is Going 
Curious about the Bayshore Freeway construction 
job at Sierra Point? Map above shows what the engi- 
neers are doing there. Southern Pacific's tracks 
which now tunnel through the point will be realigned ° 


The engine house of Billy Jones' Wild- 
cat Railroad.at Los Gatos was gutted by 
fire on March 22nd damaging the 18" gauge 
The fire was spurred by 50 
gallons of diesel oil in the tender of 


An adjacent building housing the for- 
mer Overfair Railway engines was undamg- 
ed. It is expected that this will hasten 
the long planned conversion of gauge to 
permit the use of the use of the larger 


The Wildcat Railroad has been used 
for charity drives almost every weekend 
during the summer since its construction 
It has been the site of sev- 
eral railfan outings including a Nor-Cal 
excursion and was scheduled to be one of 
the main features of the Pacific Coast 


NEW NAME FOR MOTORCADERS 
Latest name for those it 
who follow the excursion 
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THE McCLOUD RIVER LUMBER COMPANY's first locomotive, General Electric 
70-ton diesel-electric #1. Heretofore the McCloud River Lumber used 
McCloud River Railroad steam engines, usually the 2-6-2's, The No. 1 
was featured in a G.E. advertisement in Business Week of March 3rd. 
ROSEVILLE ROUNDHOUSE TORN DOWN 

The Southern Pacific roundhouse at Roseville has been razed to make 
way for diesel engine facilities, Engine House No. 1, as it was known 
had 32 engine stalls served by a turntable, The railroad clubhouse 
was also torn down at the same time. Clipping from Larry Hartison 


U.S. GYPSUM AT GERLACH GETS DIESEL 

The General Electric delivered a 70-ton diesel-electric to the U.S, 
Gypsum Company at Gerlach, Nevada in September, 1955, identical to the 
McCloud River Lumber Company engine shown above, -- G. 


G.M. "AEROTRAIN” TOURS CALIFORNIA 

The General Motors' Aerotrain was shown in Southern California by 
the Santa Fe which operated it for several days in regular service 
between Los Angeles and San Diego. The Southern Pacific displayed 
it at Sacramento, San Francisco, Oakland and San Jose as well as 
running a trip for the press and officials between San Francisco and 
Salinas. The train was built with economy of construction in mind 
from GM bus bodies. Fans who have ridden it express mixed emotions 
---approving the general idea, but complaining of the restricted 
space and poor riding qualities. 


RAILROADS FACE SHIP PIGGY BACK COMPETITION 

The California Public Utilities Commission is currently consider- 
ing the application of Pacific Trailer Ships, Inc., to operate two 
three-deck trailer ships daily between San Francisco and Los Angeles 
each able to carry 288 large truck trailers. Transit time is est- 
imated at 18 hours or less with rates "about $2 per lineal foot" per 
trip. The PUC has ordered the company to state the exact tariff 
the line intends to charge pending further hearings. 


BUTTE, ANACONDA & PACIFIC BUYING N.P. TRACKAGE 

The Butte, Anaconda & Pacific has applied to the ICC for authority 
to purchase from the Northern Pacific a 6.9 mile line from Stuart, 
Montana, to Anaconda, The price would be $81,411, - Ry Age 


The Western Railroader @ Page Fifteen 





Excursion 
Calendar 


April 22 — PCC R&LHS — “Calaveras 
Special” via Sacramento, Lodi, Ken- 
tucky House, and return via Tracy 
Fare $8.00. 

May 5-6—Central Coast—Spring Fe- 
ver.”” Santa Cruz, Olympia, Davenport 
branches, spending night at Monterey. 
Sunday proceed to San Luis Obispo 
with picture stop on horseshoe curve. 
Fare $17.50. 

May 13—BAERA—Petaluma & Santa 
Rosa. Z 

May 18-19-20—Cal-Nev—SP to Eu- 
gene via Siskiyou, overnight at Eu- 
gene, returning via Cascade line. 

June 2 (Sat.)—Nor-Cal—Budd car to 
Turlock via WP & TS. 

June 8-9-10—PCC R&LHS—To LA, 
covering Travel Town, Disneyland, 
Grizzly Flats, Knotts Berry Farm. 

June 17—BAERA—SF Muny Line. 

July 4—BAERA—SN to Pittsburg 
using 1005. 

July 21 (Sat.)—Nor-Cal—Day in SF, 
using SP and State Belt. 

Aug. 5—Joint annual picnic trip. 

Aug. 19—Nor-Cal—Cal-Western mo- 
tor car trip. 

Sept. 1-2-3—Central Coast—25th an- 
niversary of the Inside Gateway, via 
WP, GN and SP&S to Wishram, Wash. 

Sept. 21-22-23—PCC R&LHS and Cal- 
Nev—NWP and Pacific Lumber, over- 
night in Eureka, returning Sunday by 
daylight. 

Oct. 7—BAERA—Key System lines. 
using club owned equipment. 

Oct. 14—PCC R&LHS — Party trip 
honoring M&ET at Modesto, using 
trains 52 and 51. 

Oct. 20 or 21—Central Coast—Cover- 
ing west valley branches, Berryessa 
and Alamitos. 

Central Coast Railway Club — P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 


California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 3533 Pasa- 
dena Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 

Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & Lo- 
comotive Historical Society—J. E. Turn- 
er, 1739 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, Calif. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 
eley 7, Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club — 
Edward Bohlen, 1824 Belburn Dr. Bel- 
mont, Calif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

April 22—PRS—Metro South District 
with 5050. 

April 22—SCC R&LHS—Mojave Nor- 
thern (members only). 

May 5-6—PRS—"Spring Fever” joint- 
ly_with Central Coast. 

May 20—SCC R&LHS — Southwest 
Lumber, Flagstaff, Ariz. 

May 27—SC ERA~—Pacific Electric, 
covering ex-juice lines. 

July 4—PRS—AT&SF to San Diego. 
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Transit 


Rapid Transit 

Oakland’s Chamber of Com- 
merce asked Gov. Knight to 
broaden scope of the current 
special session of the Legis- 
lature so that a change might 
be made in Southern Crossing 
provisions. 

The chamber pointed out that 
a part of the Southern Crossing 
legislation provides that no new 
crossing of the Bay may ke built 
within 10 miles of the southern 
span during the life of the 
Southern Crossing bonds. This, 
the chamber said, meant that 
the underwater tube proposed 
as an essential part of a Bay 
Area rapid transit system 
couldn’t be built for 30 years. 


Cables 


After a bitter fight, San Fran- 
ciscans more than a year ago 
authorized curtailment of the 
city’s storied cable car system 
to only a few miles out of the 
more than 100 miles of track that 
once carried folks about town. 

Following the vote, the Muni 
announced optimistically that the 
cable car consolidation program, 
involving track removal and va- 
rious installations, would be com- 
pleted early in 1956. 

It’s early in 1956 now, and the 
consolidation program is about 
one third completed. 

Last week, the Public Utilities 
Commission directed Utilities 
Mgr. James Turner to get to- 
gether a definite timetable, and 
to submit monthly progress re- 
ports. 

Turner said he thought all 
route changes could be put into 
effect by the end of this year, 
but some work would have to 
continue into 1957. 
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12—San Francisco News —Mon., March 12, 1956° 
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Fares Won't 





CAYLOR says 
Carry Rapid Transit 





Completed today is the Stanford Research In- 
stitute’s long awaited report on financing rapid 
transit. And I, for one, don’t know what’s in it: 

All I know is that the researchers had to work 
with, their hands tied. They were forced by their 
instructions to pretend rapid transit can be set 
up as a business, , 

This makes as much sense as telling some- 
body to trade a Sunday school for a circus. 

The cat was out of the bag the §nstant Par- 
sons, Brinckeroff, Hall & Macdonald, the en- 


gineering consultants, proposed a fare structure |. 


that, would make it cost at least 40c to cross the 
Bay. : 

If it’s going to cost 40e to get from downtown 
San Francisco to downtown Oakland, there’s no 
use blowing a-billion on rapid transit—or any 
part of a billion. , 

Who's going 1e pay 40c to cross the Bay by 
tube when he can cross by auto for two-bits? 
You.and who else? 

Who's going to give up his car -pool? 

Is any sane family of four going to pay $3.20 
for a round trip it can make in the jalopy for 
half a buck? ‘ 


If Muni officials have learned anything from| 


the 15 fare, they’ve learned that a man won't 
pay even a lousy $1.20 carfare to bring his wife 
and two kids downtown and back when he can do 
it in the car—sometimes without even paying 
50c for parking.space. 

With both the Muni and rapid transit t adds 
up to not enough passengers to break even. 
Long ago the Muni quit trying. - 

However, the object of rapid transit is not 
just to move people as was the case in the day of 
the tandem bicycle, the mustache cup, the eie- 
ated railroad, and the ban on talking to the 
motorman, ¢ 

Today people have other ways tp get around. 
And that’s just -the trouble, Nearly everybody 
has either leprosy or an automobile. And only a 
relative handful have leprosy, 


They Change Just Everything 

So it turns out suddenly that there are too 
many automobiles. 

What’s more, with the automobile industry 
and the advertising industry and maybe a couple 
of other industries I've overlooked doing their 
darndest to sell more automobiles, the worst is 
yet to come, ; 

Wherefore, if today’s transit*is going to be 


lion to build it, it’s not to carry people-with- 
at. hil, the + t: Pp shi of them. 

If they ride transit and leave their cars -in 
the garage, then maybe we can handle the fright- 
ening number of automobiles left on the road. 

If people-with-cars won't ride transit, it's 
just too bad. 

For there’s nothing but transit that promises 
to rescue Man from the automobile, his friend 
and demon, and prevent cities from becoming 
something archeologists eventually will dig up 
from. under mountains of old automobile tires. 

Nobody’s going to ride transit if he feels it’s 
more expensive than his car. So why fool around 
with “‘self-liquidation’’ nonsense? 

San Francisco and its neighboring counties 
will never be able, alone, to finance the kind of 
auto-proof transit we need and run it at the price 
that will make it impogsible for the auto to com- 
pete, 





Which Way to Moneybags? 

So why don’t the. brains and big shots around 
the Bay drop that district-plan foolishness forth- 
with, afd start looking places the money migh 
be? Thefe are not too many of them. 

The federal government is rich enough to 
help. 
So is the state government. ° 
The gasoline tax fund could do it. 

A port authority set-up might provide the 
necessary. It would use the income of the toll 
bridges across the Bay te help build and sub- 
sidize rapid transit» 

Of course, we've all but pawned the Bay 
Bridge to build the North Bay and Army-st cross- 
ings. But if we’re going to keep tolis on the 
bridges forever, it’s worth looking into. 

What seems clear to me is that no one of 
these ‘“‘angels” is ever going to carry the whole 
load. . 

But if they all took a piece of the deal, 
we'd have it made. 
.. ‘The nine-county district could then-do as much 
as it’s able to do without going through bank- 
suptcy and holding a.fire sale. : 
‘. The passengers would happily contribute fares 
of the size it makes sense to ask of them. 

Add it all together, and you might have an 
operation. That’s the problem somebody ought 
to. be working out—what can be added up, and 
how much. 

As J said, I don’t know what's in the Stanford 
Research report. But if it do@sn’t cover all these 





worth an old transfer, let alone any part of a bil- 


bases, there’s nothing in it for me. 














‘MINIINE VALLEY EXPRESS” 








BY GERALD M. BEST 


The fascinating tale of the Monticello 
Branch, New York Ontario & Western, 
a Historic Short Line. 


100 pages beautifully bound in cloth and contain- 
ing a wealth of rare illustrations and sprightly 
reading matter on heavy text paper. Design by 
E. S. Hammack, map by Frederic Shaw. Particular 
attention to locomotives and rolling stock. 

This eastern short line has an appeal to NYOZW fans as well as 
those in the west, for the “Monticello” had a similarity to the 
Virginia & Truckee in length and grades; it was bigger in that it 


was first built to 6 ft. gavgel The story is traced from the 1860's 
fe now. 


Order from the Author . . . Price $3 
GERALD M. BEST—511 NORTH SIERRA DRIVE, BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 
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